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Introduction
When the demand for natural resources exceeds supply, water, minerals, fisheries, and land begin to be tied to armed conflict, violence, environmental destruction, and misuse of power. Such demand is driven by scarcity in places of droughts where water becomes a high demand, population growth, which demands more raw materials, and governance failures where the corrupt management of systems fails to regulate the amount of resources used (“Natural Resources and Conflict | Helvetas”). Seemingly, the economic value of resources like gold drives groups to exploit such resources for money and leads to armed conflict (“Natural Resources and Conflict | Helvetas”). For example, countries like the United States (U.S.) use sanctions and trade policy to block or shape access to valuable minerals or raw resources to other countries, to secure energy and supplies. Therefore, when nations such as China race to control minerals like lithium in the mindset to innovate, nations like the U.S. build a bloc in order to block such innovation, competing in the market (Vlado Vivoda et al.). While on the environmental scope, Russia heavily relies on Arctic hydrocarbons for economic stability, often prioritizing its production over international environmental concerns (Shultz). Showcasing how many governments treat natural resource control as a key to their national economic stability and country identity. Disregarding regulations made in order to protect such resources or harm done because of the excess of resources like arctic hydrocarbons, rising international conflicts, rivalry, and calling for regulations that cause impact. 

At the same time, resource-rich states such as Germany, South Korea, or Japan highly focus on reconstructing their natural resource supply as they are essential for vehicles, electronics, and innovation, placing mining… in developing nations to secure their supply chain (Baskaran and Dady). Acting as a bridge for rich resource countries or states like the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which struggle to manage the extraction of such resources for the public benefit, and often governments end up using them for economic development, weak companies that exploit the resources, and armed groups. Turning resources that, if used properly, could generate population prosperity, but end up funding prolonged violence, like in the past 60 years, there have been 40% of interstate conflicts linked to natural resource competition (United Nations Peacekeeping) worldwide.  Similarly, it is said that “weakness of state institutions and lack of infrastructure has resulted in the inability of governments to effectively enforce the law and provide peaceful resolutions”  (United Nations Peacekeeping), establishing that the issue is hard to mitigate with the weakness in state institutions, calling for full stability for there to be change.

Internationally, this competition over natural resources in order to secure a future eventually causes the disruption of laws and diplomacy, where developed countries may take advantage of developing countries to get better resources.  Similarly, when states use sanctions or military power in order to defend natural resources against high international demand for them, it becomes harder to maintain peace, treaties, and actual solutions (Extractive Industries and Conflict the United Nations Interagency Framework). Showing why developed countries could take advantage of developing ones. This eventually causes prolonged conflict, environmental harm, and prevents such resources from being used properly to their maximum potential. Although “the EU partnered with the UN Framework Team in late 2008” Extractive Industries and Conflict: The United Nations Interagency Framework) is based on using six UN agencies to prevent the competition over natural resources from arising, international cooperation is still necessary. 

Therefore, the issue of “Addressing international conflict over natural resources” is necessary in order to figure out how international violence can be reduced, sustainability sustained, and ethical natural resource competition. Where states and countries can manage their own natural resources without arising conflict and prolonged tensions. 


Definition of Key Terms
Natural resources- Materials found in nature that are valuable for human use and economic activity, such as water, oil, gas, etc. 

Resource scarcity- A situation in which the demand for a natural resource exceeds its current supply, often caused by overuse, population growth, climate change, or environmental degradation

Armed conflict- A violent confrontation involving states, governments, or organized groups, often driven or worsened by competition over valuable resources.

Environmental destruction- Damage caused to ecosystems, land, water, or the atmosphere through activities such as overextraction, pollution, deforestation, or unstable mining

Governance failures- The inability of governments or institutions to properly manage or protect natural resources due to corruption or other problems

Economic sanctions- Restrictions imposed by one country or a group of countries on another nation's trade or economy in order to influence political or economic behavior

Supply chain- The network involved in producing and distributing resources or products from extraction and manufacturing to transportation and sale

Critical minerals- Highly important minerals such as lithium, cobalt, and nickel that are essential for modern technology, renewable energy, or economic disputes

Resource exploitation- The excessive extraction of and use of natural resources, often for profit without considering environmental or economic disputes

Interstate conflict- Conflict or tension occurring between two or more countries 

Resource-rich states- Countries or regions that possess large amounts of valuable natural resources such as oil, gas, minerals, or fertile land.

Weak state institutions- Government systems or organizations that lack the ability to enforce laws, manage resources, or provide stability and public resources


General Overview
Main Idea of the Issue
The role of natural resources in driving international conflict has been a consistent feature of human history, influencing economic stability, political power, and global security(Winkler). A high percentage of the world's problems can be traced back to the exploitation of natural resources, including oil, gas, minerals, freshwater, fertile lands, and fisheries. All these things are essential for things such as technological advancement and agriculture, with countries pursuing land with the desire to gain an advantage over other countries. As the world's population keeps growing, the demand for these resources also increases with it. However, resources are often unfairly distributed, limited, and in unstable regions, causing conflict between countries to secure access to these resources. Often, the competition over natural resources has escalated to spark political conflict, economic pressure, territorial disputes, and armed conflicts, making natural resources a significant issue in international politics.

Causes of resource-based conflict
Conflicts over natural resources have been caused by multiple factors, but most notably a combination of economic, political, environmental, and social factors. One major cause is scarcity, and an increase in concern over whether rising demand for natural resources such as food, water, land, and oil will increasingly begin to hit limits to supply growth, and thus trigger intensifying zero-sum competition or increased violent conflict over scarce resources (Evans). Unequal distribution of resources because some countries have direct access to necessary resources, while others mostly rely on imports to support their population. Furthermore, most countries rely heavily on important resources like oil and gas, which is why having control over these resources can be critical and strategically important. Climate change also fuels the problem because droughts and other natural events cause countries to fight over necessary resources due to desperation because of climate change. Poor governance can also be a source of conflict because weak governance or corruption can lead to the unequal distribution of resources.

Major types of resources involved
Several types of natural resources have been linked to sparking international conflict. Most notably, oil and gas are essential for energy and power in multiple countries, as well as transportation, and overall civilians' general life in these countries. This causes conflicts in countries over reserves, pipelines, and maritime rights. Freshwater is also a resource that has caused conflict due to its importance in civilian life. This is especially significant with countries that share rivers or lakes, making them compete over them for agriculture, industry, and human consumption. Rare minerals have also been connected to initiating conflict over countries because resources such as lithium, cobalt, and nickel are used to make things such as new technology, batteries, electronics, and military equipment. These resources are all strategically valuable because they directly affect economic growth in a country, national security, and technological advancement within a country, and their importance in a country's life causes them to fight over these important resources.

Global impact of the issue
Competition over natural resources can hold serious consequences for individual countries and the international community as a whole. Conflict over resources could be the root of other problems, such as causing displacement, poverty, food insecurity, and overall civilian suffering. Economic disputes can interrupt the global market by increasing energy and food prices worldwide, which would create instability in the national market. Environmental concerns as well because this problem could cause the overexploitation of things such as mining, which would overall hurt the environment, which would progress things such as climate change. Furthermore, these conflicts have sparked and created political tensions between governments in the past and could continue to happen without proper global cooperation. Because many economies depend on access to natural resources, the inability to access them would strongly affect their country and civilian life globally. 


Major Parties Involved and Their Views
United States
The United States (U.S.) view on the international conflict over the competition for natural resources is viewed through the lens of economic stability, national security, and stability. Approaching resource access, but also the investment in new technologies, in order to provide for a stable future. Seemingly, viewing the competition for resources like lithium or cobalt (critical for technology) in China, enforcing sanctions and subsidies to block them from getting such resources. This is done to nations that often have the larger quantities of resources (Roy) to prevent power from being refined, but also the resources from running out (“Adjusting Imports of Processed Critical Minerals and Their Derivative Products into the United States”). Similarly, it has agreed to bilateral agreements to strengthen supply chains with the democratic republic of Congo, Ukraine, and Saudi Arabia (Baskaran). While it has strongly agreed on agreements and has had competitors such as China, it is often done to protect the nation economically and secure a future. Meanwhile, promoting environmental protection, with the aim of protecting against the extraction supporting armed groups (The White House).

China
China views natural resources as economic development and technological advancements. Investing highly on the mining of minerals like lithium that support the building of vehicles and electronics, to secure a prosperous future for the nation. Thereby, as of 2025, China controls over half of mineral production globally, and produces “ nearly 70 percent of rare earth minerals” (Nantulya, “China’s Critical Minerals Strategy in Africa – Africa Center”), being one of the most crucial contributors worldwide for the distribution of natural resources. As contributors to China’s mineral projects, Latin American nations and Africa are seen as major recipients for their funding (“Unearthing Influence: China’s Global Strategy for Transition Minerals - the SAIS Review of International Affairs”), being crucial for the global use of resources. However, according to Lakhani’s article in “The Guardian”, China’s extensive projects to secure natural resources may lead to environmental degradation and labor abuse, arising concerns over global security. Additionally, China and its contributors argue that although natural resources are crucial for the development of every nation, restrictions are imposed to restrict them from reaching the resources they believe developing countries need to use the resources for their own wealth and development. 

Germany
Germany highly relies on external energy resources, relying on the imports of natural resources to keep its stable innovation and economy. In Europe, Germany acts as a leading force in sustainable energy and industrialization, being a “key player in Europe’s critical mineral supply chains.” (“Germany | Critical Minerals and the Energy Transition”). Similarly, it has driven industrial policies and collaborates with the European Union, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and has leadership in the Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) leadership (“Germany | Critical Minerals and the Energy Transition”), strengthening the role of environmental protection and reduction of conflict within the competition over natural resources, by shaping policies that shape it responsibly. Germany is an example of how advanced industrial states try to manage the conflict over natural resources by protecting the climate and ethical resources sourcing, all without attempting to fuel violence or overworking certain groups out of labor for resources.

Russia
Russia highly relies on oil, gas, and its exports, especially from the Arctic, strongly protecting its resources with military force. The resources the Arctic provides are core to its economy, security, and stability, yet have caused it various international sanctions (Turkistani). Similarly, it uses the resources the Arctic provides as leverage, causing dependencies of their oil on neighbours (Turkistani) as a way to keep and establish power. It works as a tool to be sovereign with the right amount of resources, yet the reliance of other nations on their oil causes them to have superior power, and often drives control, showing why when the sanctions were imposed on Russia because of the Ukraine war, many countries stopped buying oil from Russia, generating an economic imbalance. Lastly, Russia plays a major role in natural resource distribution, and out of many other countries that have a great amount, international disputes argue that its extensive oil drilling in the Arctic has caused environmental damage, and its protection with military and violence may cause conflicts (Doğuş Sönmez). Making Russia a crucial actor within the issue over conflicts attributed to the competition over natural resources, due to its high energy and mineral areas, like the Arctic, and security implications.

Egypt
Egypt is known for its high dependence on the Nile River, which provides over 98% of its water (MENA), making it crucial for its national security, as water is at a great cost for them. The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) is a hydroelectric project on the Blue Nile in Ethiopia and could cause severe water loss (Cohen). However, it calls for the responsible use of resources for innovation, as if used improperly, it can cause scarcity of food to the nation as a whole, calling to prevent armed conflict before the scarcity becomes wider.

United Nations Peacekeeping (UNPK)
The UNPK links violence, conflict, and its relationship to natural resource exploitation. Over the last 60 years about 40% of interstate conflict has occurred in base of the conflict over natural resources (United Nations Peacekeeping). Such violence often occurs in resource-rich areas such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Siberia, where the UNPK plays a crucial role in tracking illegal mining practices and the smuggling of resources by armed groups (United Nations Environment Programme). Similarly, it supports governments over regaining control over their resources, specially when developed nations try to take advantage, to protect public benefit and prevent conflict from further amplifying (United Nations Environment Programme), while working with the United Nations Environment Programme to address how environmental degradation and climate change create armed conflict by using the economic and social vulnerabilities to their advantage in armed groups gaining control, thereby the UNPK tries to prevent such things.


Timeline of Events, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events

              Date		    Description of Event 

	1856
	The Guano Islands Act is a United States (U.S) federal law authorizing citizens to take over uninhabited islands containing guano, which is seabird excrement. It allowed them to annex a large number of islands (Matthews). Therefore, from 1856 to 1865, the U.S. secured the Guano Islands Act in order to secure fertilizer (Helman). This showcases early imperialist acts to secure resources, and could have prevented others from having the same ability to gain resources.   

	Post WW1 and WW2
	Natural resources such as steel, oil, and rubber are seen as key resources that help military vehicles and industrial manufacturing and machinery, key for innovation, and serve as key resources to succeed in post-war conflicts (Le Billon). However, in a competition to gain control over the war, natural resources became key drivers of conflict by being misused. Ways in which they became key drivers of conflict can be seen through the protection of supply chains and nationalising resources so no other nation could have access, preventing them from free rights.

	1953
	In 1953, Iran nationalized its own oil fields, causing Western countries to intervene. This event is known as the Nissho Maru incident, where Japan and Iran bypassed Western powers and alliances to secure energy resources (Fickling). Leading to Iran and Japan’s long-term alliance, but also the domestic fuel costs have decreased strongly (Jung). Highlighting the control of key resources like oil for energy, but also the nexus of national sovereignty, leading to long-term tensions and conflicts.

	1962
	On December 14, 1962, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) established “permanent sovereignty over natural resources” in resolution 1803. In order to empower developing nations to gain control over their own wealth and promote their economic independence and success (“Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources, General Assembly Resolution 1803 (XVII) - Main Page”). To regulate foreign exploitation of resources in less developed countries, the UNGA believed it was a violation of the nation's rights and was against UN values.

	1970-1980
	During the 1970s, the high demand for environmental and sustainability-friendly solutions came at a high demand, worldwide. For instance, in 1973, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) called for environmental concerns to rise, specifically concerning resources used by two or more states (United Nations General Assembly ). Similarly, Treaties like the 1985 Vienna Convention were formed in order to protect the ozone layer (UN Environment Programme). Such events showcase how, because of the past years' diverse conflicts over resources, which could cause more abrupt acts to take out resources more than the earth can give, it was crucial to protect the environment. 

	1990
	Post Cold War, the demand for key resources such as oil rose dramatically, in order for countries to rebuild their economies that were extremely damaged. Examples include the United States and the Soviet Union’s proxy wars regarding the competition over oil, minerals, and territory, generating conflict because of natural resources (Painter). Similarly, other nations experienced geopolitical vacuums, causing extreme competition due to instabilities, competing to maneuver over the void. Examples of such include Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, driven by the control of oil (“Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait | EBSCO”). Following this, UNCED launched a conference known as Earth’s Summit, which balanced environmental concerns with North-South tensions over resources (United Nations).

	2000/2010
	From the 2000s to the 2010s, the comparison of conflict resources spiked. For instance, in 2003, the United Nations-backed Kimberley Process scheme was launched. Used to prevent conflict over diamonds from escalating into violence (Kimberley Process). A conflict related to many developing nations, such as the conflict over minerals in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), which is a long-running conflict based on the violent struggle where armed groups and foreign interests battle for the control of mines, causing populations extreme human rights violations and suffering over armed group control (Watch). Therefore, such UN policies really strengthen efforts to help such vulnerable developing nations struggling with foreign control and armed conflicts.

	2015
	December 20 of 2015, the Paris Agreement was signed. A major threat is focusing on the reduction of greenhouse emissions, helping mitigate climate-induced resource issues that fuel conflict (UNFCCC). Therefore, the Paris Agreement and its signing countries made efforts to cut emissions, creating a global milestone built on cooperation.

	2020
	During 2020, there was a major rise in water-related conflicts, with about 235 incidents in 2022 and 419 water-related violence in 2024, increasing significantly (Salvidge). Examples include the Nile Basin. A water-resource-based conflict. Because there are developmental projects such as the grand ethiopian resonance dam, which is a construction over the Nile; however, it reduces downstream flow, leading to the high demand for water and resource-based conflicts (Climate Diplomacy). Therefore, the United Nations frameworks now actively focus on maintaining mechanisms peacefully that protect locals. 

	2026
	Entering into action on January 17, 2026, the United Nations Seas Treaty (BBNJ agreement) was a framework established to protect international waters. Seeking to reduce the geopolitical conflicts arising from fossil fuel extraction (“About BBNJ Agreement - Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction”), driving conflicts in the Middle East. The treaty has over 60 countries and has protected over 70% of ocean areas. Benefiting from reduced conflicts on corals and sponges (from the sea) but also from the extraction of resources (United Nations).



United Nations Involvement
United Nations Peacekeeping Missions in Resource-Conflict Regions
The United Nations has a sector that holds projects in different countries to prevent conflict between countries and support civilians. UN Peacekeeping is the largest and most visible representation of the United Nations. It is a collective investment in global peace, security, and stability(PeaceKeeping). In countries such as the democratic republic of Congo, peacekeeping missions that have been linked to illegal exploitation of minerals like cobalt and gold have worked to reduce violence. These missions not only help prevent the exploitation of natural resources and prevent conflict but also protect civilians, support political stability, monitor armed groups, and overall assist governments in rebuilding institutions.

United Nations Environment Programme and the UN Interagency Framework on Preventive Action
The United Nations created the Extractive Industries and Conflict: The United Nations Interagency Framework Team for Preventive Action to address conflicts linked to natural resources. This initiative brought together multiple UN agencies, including DESA, DPA, UNODC, and UNDEF, among others. These have all helped to prevent conflict caused by resource conflict by improving governance, environmental protection, and sustainable resource management. The framework mainly focuses on preventing corruption, reducing tension over extraction corporations, and strengthening cooperation between governments and communities before conflicts escalate(What We Do, the United Nations Interagency Framework Team for Preventive Action). 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue
United Nations-endorsed Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS)
During the 55th session of the United Nations General Assembly in 2001, the Kimberley Process certification treaty was endorsed. Having about 86 countries globally participating and more than 20 years or more of dedication to the diamond-endorsed conflict (Kimberley Process). Its purpose was to ban the conflict arising from diamonds, which could finance armed groups illegally. Such an issue has been ongoing for several years, for instance, in the 1990s, 20% of diamonds were traded in illicit ways for drugs, weapons… causing a large long-term issue.  To do this, sanctions on diamonds from Sierra and the Democratic Republic of Congo are to cause the consolidation of peace (“UN General Assembly Resolution: The Role of Diamonds in Fuelling Conflict”). However, some limitations may include that it targets armed groups but not human rights or violence, interstate or intrastate, which may still cause violations of labor rights. Despite its limitations, the Kimberley Process illustrates a key attempt to severely reduce conflict, with a reduction of about 15% in conflict arising from diamonds (AfricaNews). More recent action includes the United Nations General Assembly resolution adopted April 3, 2024, discussing the challenges KPCS has had over the years and how geopolitical tensions impact its success, calling for full cooperation (Seventy-ninth session).

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Water Convention (1992)
In 1992, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) focused on preventing conflicts over shared water resources, preventing any country from monopolizing water, and mandating that it is used in a shared manner (TITLE: 5. Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes). For instance more than 60% of freshwater flows in the amazon, congo, lakes, (“Water for Peace on World Water Day: Momentum Builds for Cross-Border Cooperation through UN Water Convention | UNECE”) while about 80% of global freshwater flows in transboundary basins and 40% of the world’s population leaves nearby (THE UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL WATER CONVENTIONS: FOSTERING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT and PEACE 1). When water scarcity rises, the need for cross-border cooperation arises. To avoid conflicts over the monopolization of water.

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1306 from 2000
On July 5, 2000, an international law to prevent the illicit trade of diamonds to fuel civil wars and conflict was passed. Inspired by the Sierra Leone civil war. During the time, the United Front rebel group controlled diamond production and used it to buy arms, causing deaths and conflicting the use of natural resources for illicit acts. Therefore, the United Nations Security Council created the 1306 resolution, imposing sanctions and prohibiting the imports of diamonds from Sierra Leone (Resolution 1306 (2000)) in order to reduce illicit action. This resolution indicates a key moment in the conflicts over natural resources because it shows how armed groups can abuse natural resources to impose control over societies, requiring international efforts to prevent the issues from developing.

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1952 (2010)
Gold, metals, and tungsten are all key natural resources that are put inside technology and computers, and are used to fund armed groups in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The funding of these armed groups then causes violence against societies. Therefore, the United Nations Security Council resolution 1952 keeps human rights violations, abuse, and killings by armed groups a major concern, recognizing how the illegal exploitation of resources can hurt individuals (“MONUSCO Mandate - United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo”). While also calling for the global effort not to fund armed groups, asking to take action on the prevention of funding criminal activity.

United Nations Environmental Programme, “The Role of Natural Resources and the Environment”, 2009
The United Nations, “From conflict to peacebuilding: the role of natural resources and the environment,” is a policy document examining the role of natural resources and the driving of conflict. For instance, over the last 40 years, there have been 60% civil wars fueled by the competition for natural resources, and at least 18 violent conflicts caused by the exploitation of natural resources such as gold and metals (UNEP). During such conflicts, populations are displaced and lands destroyed, damaging the environment, and rebuilding comes at a high cost (UNEP). Therefore, the report acts as a policy document that establishes how natural resources have to be protected during conflict before being used to fuel it. While integrating peacebuilding through protection has become a security concern to be addressed immediately, mandating international cooperation on the protection of natural resources to save the environment and protect human rights (UNEP).

Possible Solutions
Strengthening International Cooperation and Diplomacy 
In order to prevent this issue from sparking between countries, international cooperation is a must. Since many important resources such as oil, gas, rivers, and minerals are shared or are in two countries, collaboration is necessary to prevent disputes from escalating into violence or political instability. Through treaties, negotiations, and agreements, countries can establish fair systems for managing and distributing resources while still prioritizing their own national interests. This can also allow countries to peacefully resolve issues related to trade routes, mining rights, water access, and energy supplies. This can be supported by organizations like the United Nations, which can serve as mediators in negotiations between countries. By improving communication and fostering partnerships, countries can achieve stability and mutual benefit, rather than focusing on competition. 

Improving Sustainability and Environmental Protection Policies
Improving sustainability and environmental protection policies is key to being able to protect not only the initiation of conflict but also the natural resources themselves so that they can be preserved for future generations. Many conflicts arise due to resources being overexploited, poorly managed, or damaged by pollution and environmental destruction because of humans. A key example of this is the Aral Sea environmental crisis, which is known as one of the worst man-made ecological disasters. Strong sustainability policies help countries to regulate the use and extraction of natural resources while reducing environmental harm. Furthermore, investing in renewable energy like solar panels or wind turbines will reduce dependence on other resources for energy and reduce the competition between nations over them. A way that conflict progresses is because of the effects of climate change, so environmental protection measures also help preserve systems, prevent resource scarcity, and reduce the effects of climate change. By promoting responsible resource management and long-term environmental planning, countries can reduce instability and create a more secure and sustainable future. 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 12 focuses on responsible consumption and production, ensuring sustainable production and consumption patterns worldwide. For instance, over time, natural resources have been used irresponsibly, with people overconsuming more than Earth itself can provide (The Global Goals). One of the main targets concerning the SDG goal, which connects directly to the issue of “addressing the international conflict arising from the competition over natural resources,” stems from the sustainable management and use of natural resources, regarding how, by 2030, such a goal should be achieved (The Global Goals). Similarly, another highly connected SDG is to rationalize fossil fuel subsidies, encouraging the reduction of coal, energy, and gas wasting energy. Allowing to protect developing countries and protect the environment (“12.c Fossil Fuel Subsidies | One Planet Network”). In relation to the issue, the subtopic allows for protecting developing nations like the Dominican Republic of the Congo who are taken advantage of, in order to get resources such as coal and oil, to ensure energy for countries that are dependent on other nations’ resources, such as Germany. Therefore, the SD protects nations and the environment as well. 

Appendix
This section of the issue bulletin is dedicated to providing delegates with valuable sources to utilize during their research.

https://peacemaker.un.org/sites/default/files/document/files/2022/09/naturalresourcesandconflic_1.pdf 
Source A: 
This is a United Nations source on how natural resources can create conflict, but also how collaboration through them can bring peace. It explains how important resources like oil, gas, diamonds, etc. And how these resources become sources of violence when governments are weak, or resources are unfairly distributed. Due to the United Nations large importance and global views on issues, this source is very valuable because it provides a perspective from a larger viewer of the issue and explains how this conflict can ignite, but also, most importantly, how it can be prevented. Also, the source talks about strategies on how to keep the peace and how resource management can increase stability in struggling countries. 

https://ieg.worldbankgroup.org/blog/defueling-conflict-building-peace-through-natural-resource-governance 
Source B:
This source talks about how better governance of natural resources can help prevent violence and promote peace. An important part of this article is how conflict over natural resources is not completely started because of them themselves. Instead, the article suggests that conflict is rooted in corruption, exclusion, and unequal access to resource wealth. This means that the article is important because it not only talks about why conflict is started through resources, but also the other factors that come in when thinking about how the conflict starts. Furthermore, the article suggests that governments that are more transparent over their use of resources are less likely to build instability because there are few or no flies, and the damage caused by non-transparency can be very strong against the view of governments.

https://press.un.org/en/2018/sgsm19303.doc.htm 
Source C:
This source is a very standard source about the issue because it talks about the relationship between natural resources and violent conflict. The article focuses on how conflict can start over the illegal exploitation of resources, sustainable management of resources is essential for peace, climate change, and environmental factors fueling issues, and how international conflict is needed to prevent resource driven-conflict. Overall, this source is very surface-level but is very good to get context on the issue, as it talks about not only the issue but also suggests some basic conflict resolution techniques.

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/natural-resources-and-conflict-in-africa/1C655F99D1B40C92F19D2D003A3A4952 
Source D:
This source from Cambridge gives a very clear example in Africa of how natural resources can create conflict. It is a very detailed study about the continent and how land, oil, minerals, and water are all initiators of conflict over resources. It also talks about how governance is the central role in determening wether newly found resources can be shaped for peace or for violence. It also talks about how geographical, historical, and political conditions shape how resource conflicts develop. It is extremely useful because it provides a clear example and case study, it gives historical analysis in Africa, and it gives comparative research that has been done on the issue.
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